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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We've all heard the old curse attributed to the
Chinese, “May you live in interesting times.” Cer-
tainly the events of the past few weeks would cause
any thoughtful person to feel the impact of that curse.
Those of us living under the watchful eye of Clio may
be able to take comfort in the long perspective by
recalling past eras, especially the unforeseen conse-
quences of the policies and pronouncements of the
mighty. One constant of the history of human en-
deavor is the difficulty of predicting any particular
outcome, and thus one is enthralled with dread and
curiosity at the same time!

All things considered, this has been a good year
for the Institute for Historical Study. Our member-
ship has remained at & steady and dadicated 127
scholars. This year's funding appeal resulted in an
immediate response of $1,200, and the sum is still
growing! Our Twentieth Anniversary celebration,
represented by events both scholarly and convivial, is
ongoing. The Annual Dinner, a beautiful candlelit
gala, was held at the home of founding member
Georgia Wright. More than forty members and guests
enjoyed a splendid catered repast and program.

As | write, we are looking forward to the Annual
Meeting, which will be held at historic Preservation
Park in downtown Qakland. The Victorian homes in
Preservation Park formed an early nucleus of pros-
perity and culture in the East Bay. The program,
which will be reported on in the next Newsletter, will
be three presentations made by members of the IHS
group that studies the history of the Middle Ages.

I wish to take some space at this time to acknow-
ledge the continuing stellar service performed on be-
half of the membership by Jules Becker, who is going
off the IHS Board at this time. [t was my great pleas-
ure to serve as his vice president for a year and then
to have a very difficult time following his class act as
your president during the past year. The new board,
which will be electing its officers soon, will no doubt
be calling upon Jules for advice and counsel as we
begin our third decade.

We have good news of another member, whose
dedication to the IHS has lived in every issue of our

excellent Newsletter for the past ten years. Elaine
Rosenthal has been the ne plus ultra of editors, and
while we shall miss her quiet, thorough skills in pull-
ing our articles together and polishing our members’
prose, we look forward to seeing her at future events.

—Joan Murray

IN MEMORIAM

Orris Wilson Willard

Our sympathies to longtime Institute member
Ruth Willard, whose husband, always called “Will,”
died in San Francisco in January after a long illness.

Institute members came to know Will at the many
Institute events that he and Ruth co-hosted at their
home in St Prancis Wood. They were perhaps un-
aware of his important contributions to retail busi-
ness and to the San Francisco community.

The obituary in the San Francisco Chronicle de-
scribes his innovations in retailing during his years as
an executive at Macy’'s, including the concept of a
shop within a store, the first of which was the Macy’s
“Cellar” He also served on the San Francisco Plan-
ning Commission and was chairman of the commis-
sion during the passage of the zoning ordinance that
provided for open space and mini-parks in the heart
of the city.

He shared Ruth’s love of, and scholarly interest
in, meteorology. Their home was filled with many
beautiful examples of measurement instruments.

Memorial donations can be made to the Explora-
torium or to the Randall Museum Friends.

—Joanne Lafler

WORK IN PROGRESS

Frances Richardson Keller and Judith Strong Albert

Frances Keller is optimistic about the power of
individuals to transcend or transform what she calls
the “fictions” that govern their lives. But she believes
that they must first be aware of these fictions—domi-
nant ideas that permeate our culture and affect both




personal and institutional life. (Historians, she notes,
despite a predisposition to skepticism and respect for
hard evidence, cannot escape their own fictions.) The
power of fictions is the subject of her new book and
was also the subject of the panel in which she and
Judith Albert gave papers at the AHA annual meeting
in Boston. At Ellen Huppert's home on December 3,
Frances and Judith read drafts of their papers and
solicited comments.

In the introductory paper, Frances discussed her
concept of fictions, noting that fictions become “mis-
sions.” Understanding how this works is especially
important, she feels, for the study of women’s his-
tory. Patriarchy can be seen as a complex of fictions
whose mission is the domination of women. As prod-
ucts of their culture, men and women are inevitably
influenced by prevailing fictions and missions, but
they can also choose to change them. Indeed, Frances
uses the term “fictions” to emphasize that cultural
ideas, however powerful, are not embedded in na-
ture, not “set in stone,” but are capable of being chal-
lenged and transformed.

Judith’s paper, “The Fictions of Feminism in
Nineteenth-Century American Thought,” was con-
cerned with the ideas of Margaret Fuller (1810-1850),
especially her notions of female identity and female
self-dependence, which Judith sees as significant in
the development of American feminism. Fuller’s
1843 essay. “The Great Lawsuit: Man Versus Men,
Woman Versus Women,” argued for the equality of
women five years before the Seneca Falls convention.
But Judith noted that Fuller set her ideas within a
patriarchal framework and that she was not an activ-
ist. It fell to others, including three women who at-
tended her famous “conversations” in Boston in the
1840s—educator Elizabeth Palmer Peabody, aboli-
tionist Lydia Maria Child, and woman'’s rights advo-
cate Caroline Healey Dall—to translate Fuller’s
abstract ideas into concrete actions.

The other participants in the AHA panel were not
present to read their papers, but we heard and dis-
cussed their abstracts. In “Japanese War Brides and
Fiction,” Regina Lark focused on James Michener’s
novel Sayonara (1954), which popularized stereotypes
of the exotic appeal and submissiveness of Japanese
women in the post-World War II period. But even
more amazing, she noted, was the influence of Mich-
ener’s book on the first scholars who wrote about
war brides. Only later did scholars treat the subject
more broadly and critically. Kathleen Sheldon’s pa-
per, “Feminism, Socialism, and Historical Fictions in
Mozambique,” examines a collision between fiction
and reality in contemporary Mozambique. Sheldon
lived in Mozambique for two years in the 1980s, after
a progressive, socialist government had come to
power. She became aware that despite the disparage-
ment of traditional practices such as bride wealth and

polygyny by Western-educated feminists, a signifi-
cant number of Mozambiquean women wanted to
retain some aspects of male-dominated society. The
conflict, she says, was between Western fictions of
women’s lives in Africa and the real conditions of
women's lives.

In the ensuing discussion, listeners suggested
that Frances's paper would be stronger if she used
specific examples, explaining in more detail what she
meant by “the fictions of patriarchy.” They also
pointed out that the papers define “fiction” in differ-
ent ways, and not necessarily in the sense in which
Frances has developed the term. Judith Albert
equates Fuller's abstract ideas about female equality
with fiction; Regina Lark talks about Michener’s fic-
tion in the strictly literary sense; Kathleen Sheldon is
concerned with cross-cultural differences and mis-
conceptions, not with the fictions that operate within
a culture. In her introductory paper Frances might
take up these points, establishing a clearer context for
the three papers. We all agreed that the session was
intellectually provocative and informative.

—Joanne Lafler

Karen Offen

On November 19, 2000, Karen Offen lifted the
veil a bit on the process of researching and publishing
her book European Feminisms, 1750-1950. She and
Susan Bell had published the documents for that pe-
riod (Women, the Family, and Freedom: The Debate in
Documents, 1750-1950) in 1983, and that work pro-
vided a contextual framework for the new book.
Karen was commissioned to do a small (100-page)
monograph on European feminisms, but by 1995 it
was 250 pages long, and the series had folded. She
approached Harvard University Press, which ac-
cepted the book and sent her a contract. Unlike many
authors, Karen read it and discovered that should she
be sued for any reason, the Press would spend her
money, without limit, to defend the book. That
seemed outrageous, so she joined an authors’ guild
and received legal help in amending the contract.
Harvard, being Harvard, would not budge, so Karen
took the manuscript to Stanford University Press, the
publisher of the earlier book.

European Feminisms is a political history drawing
upon a wealth of sources. Karen found, quite by acci-
dent—since her subject matter is shelved under many
different headings—the Gerritsen Collection, the li-
brary of a Dutch feminist physician and her husband.
The original is now in Kansas, but microfilms exist at
Stanford and the University of California at Berkeley.
She also used a library of women'’s writings in Am-
sterdam, for the most part comprising archives that
had been swept up by the Germans in 1940 and dis-
covered in Moscow in 1989. These had been returned



in microfilm form. The French women's archives had
a similar history and again were returned as micro-
film, in this case to the Marguerite Duran Library in
Paris. Did the Nazis consider these archives more
subversive than other collections?

Karen did additional research while teaching in
Budapest. Her book ranges from England to the bor-
ders of Russia, excluding Muslim countries. The text
is organized chronologically, treating developments
in different countries so as to trace the way certain
writings influenced events and writings across bor-
ders. Generally, the ideas began with Enlightenment
discussion of the “proper réle” of the sexes in the
building of the nation states, eventually moved on to
women'’s suffrage and finally to a call for equality in
education and employment.

That is, needless to say, a simplistic overview, but
[ leave a review of the book to someone better quali-
fied. | have found the book engaging. And we have
now been duly warned to read contracts carefully!

—Georgia Wright

CONFERENCE REPORT

National Coalition of Independent Scholars
Meets in Raleigh

The fifth annual conference of the National Coa-
lition of Independent Scholars, held in Raleigh,
North Carolina during October 27-29, had a dis-
tinctly international flavor. Participants from over-
seas and from Canada included Salvor Nordal and
Thorunn Sigurdsdottir, members of a multi-disci-
pline community of independent scholars in
Reykjavik, Iceland; Irmgard Heidler, an NCIS mem-
ber who lives in Berlin: and Yosef Wosk and Mark
Dwor from Vancouver, BC, who have been active in
the “philosopher’s cafe” movement and are planning
a new group for independent scholars. Dusan Pajin, a
scholar from Belgrade, was unfortunately unable to
attend; his paper, “An Independent Scholar in Yugo-
slavia: Past and Present,” was read by Dejan Kostic of
Duke University. Jules Becker, Jennifer Bohrnstedt,
Ellen Huppert, Marian Kassovic, Joanne Lafler, and
Georgia Wright constituted the Bay Area contingent.

At the opening banquet on Friday night Joanne
Lafler gave an acceptance speech for the 2000 Eisen-
stein article prize, beginning with a discussion of the
challenging scholarly work of Elizabeth L. Eisenstein
and then talking about the liberating experience of
writing her prize-winning article. In the panel “One
O’Clock Scholars: Is Mid-Life Too Late?” Jules Becker
told of his experiences as a mature graduate student
in history at UC Berkeley, where his forthright man-
ner sometimes intimidated his professors. Jennifer
Bohrnstedt gave a paper on her Civil War research.

Georgia Wright led a tour of the Duke University
Museum of Art and showed her video on neutron
activation in the identification of limestone.

Given the interdisciplinary nature of NCIS, the
paper topics were wide-ranging; among them: “The
Intellectual Perils of Public Intellectuals,” “The Social
Interactions of Women in Early Modern England,
1560-1640," "Biotechnology’'s Implications for Inter-
national Security,” and “Cultural and Environmental
Factors Influencing the Evolution of Child Prostitu-
tion in Thailand.” .

At the board meeting that preceded the confer-
ence, out-going president Ellen Huppert turned over
the leadership to newly-elected president Reg
Shrader. Ellen remains on the board, along with
newly-elected secretary Georgia Wright.

—Joanne Lafler

BOOK REVIEW

Tony Kilgallin, Christine Bettencourt, and Amy
Taramasso; photographs by Nanci Kerby. Napa Valley:
Picture Perfect. Montgomery, AL: Community Com-
munications, 2000. 10" x 13", 136 pp., $49.95.

This is a gorgeous book. The first thing to strike
you and perhaps the last thing you will remember
about it is the shimmering beauty of Nanci Kerby's
photographs. Though they manage to epitomize the
Valley, like the photo chosen to open Chapter 1—win-
ter in a vineyard backed by hills blurred into Japa-
nese watercolors by a remnant of fog, and framed by
a craggy bare limb—many of these photographs are
not just illustrations, but art. Among so many beau-
ties it is hard to choose favorites.

The book would grace any coffee table, but is not
a coffee-table book, per se. The main author, [HS and
California Roundtable member Tony Kilgallin, calls it
a wine-table book. Neither is it a puff or promotional
book for the Napa Valley, despite being produced in
conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce there.
Kilgallin places it with his other ‘city books." Al-
though giving due attention to the wines of the re-
gion, the book attempts to show readers that there is
more to the Napa Valley than a bunch of vineyards.

The book is divided into two parts. The first, by
Kilgallin, sketches the Valley’s history, deals with its
wine-growing regions, major vineyards, and its natu-
ral and cultural attractions, and takes a look into the
future. Not omitted are the region’s original resi-
dents, who called the place Talahalusi, “Beautiful
Land.” The Valley’s modern history begins with the
first white settler—and first winegrower—George
Yount. The story of how in 1835 he received twenty
square miles of land for shingling a Mexican gen-
eral’s roof is engagingly told. Several other promi-
nent persons are identified, such as John Newman,



discoverer of a cinnabar mine at Oat Hill; Nathan
Coombs, who founded the town of Napa; and Robert
Louis Stevenson, whose honeymoon in the Valley is
commemorated by the Robert Louis Stevenson State
Park.

Chapter 2 is devoted to the wine industry, which
now numbers some 240 wineries, producing some of
the best wines in the world. Kilgallin gives a good
sense of the dramatic progress of Napa Valley wines
in world repute over the course of about a century, to
the point where in 1976 a 1973 Stag's Leap cabernet
sauvignon won first prize in its category from an
all-French jury in a blind tasting, and Wine Spectator
magazine named a Beringer wine (1996 Beringer Pri-
vate Reserve) the number two white wine in the
world, to name only a few of many awards.

Kilgallin supplies lists of tasting rooms and de-
lineates the regions producing various types of wine,
such as the famous Carneros region.

Chapter 3 deals with the Valley’'s natural, cul-
tural, and recreational attractions—golf, fishing, hik-
ing, ballooning, to name only a few. There is a
striking photograph of the Old Faithful Geyser near
Calistoga.

Chapter 4 describes a walking tour of historic
downtown Napa, with its thirty-one buildings in the
National Register of Historic Places. A renaissance is
in progress, exemplified by the restoration of the Blue
Violet Mansion on Brown Street, and by the Ameri-
can Center for Wine, Food, and the Arts, now being
built there, with Robert Mondavi notable among the
backers.

Part II, by Bettencourt and Taramasso, features
the businesses and organizations that subscribed to
the book along with the Napa Chamber of Com-
merce, with chapters on the wine industry; hospital-
ity, attractions, and the marketplace; health care and
education; manufacturing and construction; business
and finance; and transportation and public service.
Some of the photographs in this part are also by
Nanci Kerby, but regrettably are not specified. All in
all, one comes away from this book with a better
sense of this lovely area as the home of many activi-
ties, not just the wine industry.

—Catherine Ann Curry

ANNOUNCEMENTS

From 1 April through 15 May there will be an art
exhibition and lecture series on “The Holocaust and
Social Injustice Today” at the Hearst International
Exhibition Hall at the Presidio in San Francisco.
There will be lectures and performances by promi-
nent scholars, social activists, survivors, and artists.
The exhibition hours will be 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. (closed
Mondays). Admission is free to the exhibition and all

programs. For additional information and/or a bro-
chure, contact: Silent Voices Speak, ¢/o Laura Talmus
Associates, 693 Sutter St., Suite 500, San Francisco,
CA 94102. Phone: (415) 928-2992. Fax: (415) 928-8886.
E-mail: silentvoices@talmus.com. Website: www.si-
lentvoicesspeak.com.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Malcolm E. Barker has published a revised edi-
tion of his 1984 book Bummer & Lazarus: San Fran-
cisco’s Dogs. His first book signing was at George, a
pet store in Berkeley, on December 22, where he sold
a record eighty-four copies. A few days before that he
had another successful book signing during the Cali-
fornia Academy of Science’s membership night,
where he sold thirty-seven copies of the titles in his
San Francisco Memoirs trilogy.

Tony Kilgallin hosts a weekly TV half-hour in-
terview program on Channel 28; serves as Chairman
of the Arts and Culture Committee for the Napa
Chamber of Commerce; served as assistant director
to a new stage production of Bram Stoker’s Dracula
(sold out every performance); and has a book forth-
coming from Arcadia Press on Eadweard Muybridge.

Mae Silver has been busy! In this past summer’s
issue of the Western States Jewish History Journal she
had an article on San Francisco Suffragette Selina
Solomons: "Selina Solomons and her Quest for the
Sixth Star.”

In July, she delivered a paper on California
Women's political history, together with IH5 member
Jeanne McDonnell, at the Women's West Gender,
Race, Class and Region Conference, in Pullman, WA.

In September, she concluded the Women Writing
the West Conference, in Sacramento, by singing two
California suffrage songs. (She then continued her
singing lessons and managed to hit “High-C" just
before Christmas).

She has completed an article for the Book Club of
California, about women in lithography: “Women on
Stone, Wood, and Metal,” to be published in 2001.

She has launched her own publishing company,
the Ord Street Press, with her book The Sixth Star,
about images and memorabilia of California
women'’s political history 1868-1915.

In November, she gave a slide show, together
with a book signing, in Truckee, CA, sponsored by
the local historical society and the historic Richard-
son House.

She will be giving another slide show, lecture,
and book signing on 13 March at 8 p.m. at the Laurel
Heights UC Campus (former Firemen’s Fund Build-
ing) in honor of March Women's History Month, for
the San Francisco Historical Society—where she’ll



also sing suffrage songs, in costume, and, as she
writes, “All are welcome.”

She is working on an article for the San Francisco
Historical Society’s Argonaut about Charlotte Perkins
Gilman in San Francisco and QOakland, 1891-95,

Her second book for the Ord Street Press will be
the second edition of a San Francisco Neighborhood
History, Rancho San Miguel.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 20 Peter Millini. Work-in-Progress.
Researching, writing, and selling
The Rise and Fall of Mr. Punch,
1900-1992.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Please send all of your Newsletter material to Pe-
ter Browning. You may use any PC word-processing
format—or as a PC-ASCII file if you use Macintosh.
Send book reviews and books to be reviewed to
Autumn Stanley. Send Membership News to
Wolfgang H. Rosenberg on the form on page 5.

Deadline for the Spring 2001 Newsletter is 30
April.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Joan Murray, President
Monica Clyde, Vice President
Masha Zakheim, Secretary
Jules Becker, Treasurer
Edith Piness, Membership Chair
Michael Griffith, Perri Hale,
Doris Linder, Bogna Lorence-Kot,
John Rusk, William Strobridge

Peter Browning, Editor
Autumn Stanley, Book Review Editor
Editorial Committee:
Oscar Berland, Monica Clyde, Joanne Lafler

The Newsietter is sent to all members. Non-members
who wish to receive it and to get regular announce-
ments of Institute events are invited to make tax-
deductible contributions to assist with the cost of
printing and mailing.

Direct membership inquiries to: Edith Piness,
Membership Chair, 2 Strawberry Landing,
Mill Valley, CA 94941.

The Institute is affiliated with the National Coalition
of Independent Scholars (NCIS) and with the Ameri-
can Historical Association (AHA).

The Newsletter is the official publication of the Institute for Historical Study, a scholarly
organization designed to promote the research, writing, and public discussion of history.
Membership in the Institute is open to independent and academically affiliated scholars who
are in agreement with its aims and who have a commitment to historical study. Membership
inquiries should be sent to the Institute address.

The Institute for Historical Study
P.O. Box 5743

Berkeley, CA 94705

(510) 540-8415
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The Institute is affiliated with the Mational Coalition of Independent Scholars (NCIS) and with the American Historical
Association (AHA).
MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Send in an item for the Newsletfer (members only) to:
Wolfgang H. Rosenberg

413 Western Drive, #6

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 427-1318

Put down your name, address, and phone number, and tell us about your new publications,
conference papers, promotions, grants, awards, new jobs, or Theories of History!

Thank you in advance.

MName

Address

Phone




